
PINE COUNTY 
MINNESOTA 

MINUTES 
PINE COUNTY ZONING BOARD 

April 22, 2021 6:00 p.m. 
North Pine Government Center 
1602 Hwy 23 N Sandstone, MN 

Members Present: 

Members Absent: 
Staff Present: 
Others Present: 

Dirk Nelson, Patrick Schifferdecker, Ryan Clark, Les Orvis, Skip 
Thomson, Susan Grill, Matt Ludwig ex-officio 
Nancy Rys 
Caleb Anderson, Land & Resources Manager 
Stephen Maulden, Getaway House; Sheila Youngbauer, Tom 
Genadek, Tom Bjorkman, 27 individuals participated virtually 

CALL TO ORDER 
Skip Thomson called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Grill/Schifferdecker, 6-0, to approve the agenda as presented. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Schifferdecker/Nelson, 6-0, to approve the minutes of the March 25, 2021 meeting. 

GETAWAY HOUSE CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
Staff Report 
Anderson highlighted that the applicant has done further investigation of flood elevations 
experienced in the 2012 and 2016 floods. The elevation information is included in the staff 
report. Anderson stated he felt confident that all driveway elevation requirements from the Pine 
County Floodplain Management Ordinance can be achieved and will be verified with 
construction permits. Anderson added that Kettle River Township has submitted a request for a 
Letter of Credit to be provided, protecting the road from excessive wear during site construction. 
The request is included in the meeting packet. Lastly, Anderson commented that the County 
Attorney has recommended the applicant's purchase agreement be filed with the County, which 
was taken care of. 

DNR Report 
A letter submitted by DNR Area Hydrologist, Heidi Lindgren, was distributed to the Zoning 
Board, applicant, and public. Anderson summarized the letter, which addressed the trailers, 
mooring, floodplain, water appropriation, and a DNR easement. 

Applicant's Statement 
Stephen Maulden, representative of Getaway House Campground, provided a condensed 
slideshow of their 3/25/21 presentation, which was posted to the Zoning Board website. 

Thomson asked what the proposed water usage is. Maulden responded that it is estimated at 
100 GPO/site as well as additional usage in the "Back-of-house" building. Anderson commented 
that the preliminary SSTS design was for approximately 6,000 GPO, suggesting that a water 
appropriation permit would not be triggered. 
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Maulden affirmed, in response to the DNR's letter, that all trailers meet Recreational Vehicle 
code. He also affirmed the property will have no docking or mooring on Long Lake and that they 
are proposing the condition that motorized boats be prohibited from the campground. 

Public Hearing 
Chair Thomson opened the public hearing. 

Sheila Youngbauer provided the Board and applicant photos of flooding along Long Lake Road 
at the subject property. She was concerned for safety due to flooding at the river, boat and 
fishing pressure on the lake, aquatic invasive species, and traffic safety along Long Lake Road. 
She was also concerned for COVID-19 pandemic safety protocols. 

Kevin Moriarty agreed with the previous speaker's flood concerns. He stated that the lake is too 
small for a large campground. He was concerned for the capacity of the public boat launch and 
campground guests venturing off on to public land without wearing orange during deer season. 

Bill Rasmussen shared that he was on the lake in the 1960's when Wilderness Campground 
started. At the time of that approval only small boats were allowed, which eventually became 
large horsepower boats. He said the lake cannot have lots of small boats. 

Tom Bjorkman shared his concern for four wheelers and snowmobiles associated with the 
campground. He also wanted to ensure that the septic tank would not pose a health and safety 
risk if constructed within the floodplain. He is concerned for the condition of Long Lake Road 
being made worse by the increased use. He questioned whether a parking area would be 
provided for guests by the boat launch. 

Kevin Moriarty encouraged more people to speak. 

Pauline Bear asked the applicant's intention for spraying insecticide on the property as she was 
concerned for any impacts to the lake and river. 

Tom Genadek stated that he has been a resident for 77 years. Many owners near the 
campground have sand point wells and he wants to ensure they are not contaminated by the 
project. He also shared sincere concern for flood risks at the site. 

Maureen Johnson supports the project. Wilderness Campground has been loud and it seems 
the proposed campground will be a quieter setting. She does not support projects that are 
rowdy or disruptive of nature. 

Kathy Vittum echoed the concerns from others. She made a comment concerning parking areas 
and felt this sounds like a good campground. 

Julie Malecha stated she owns property on Long Lake and agrees with her neighbors' concerns 
for Long Lake. 

Tom Genadek stated that he is very concerned for the high water at the proposed site. 

Chair Thomson closed the public hearing at 7:00p.m. 

2 
Zoning Board Minutes 

04/22/2021 



Stephen Maulden provided the following responses to public comments: 
1.) The existing campground has no erosion control features. Proposed revegetation of 

the riparian camp sites will control erosion better. 
2.) He is proposing no motorized boats and no ATVs at the campground. 
3.) Flooding may occur regardless of ownership of the campground. 
4.) The Campground does not expect a line of cars at the entrance. This has not been the 

experience at their other 14 campgrounds. 
5.) The campground has followed all applicable laws for COVID-19 pandemic safety 

requirements. Three of their fourteen campgrounds closed temporarily. 
6.) Getaway House is different than other campgrounds in that they are not a party 

atmosphere. The units are small and therefore occupancies are small groups or 
individuals. 

7.) Brad Devries, the campground's engineer, commented that the septic system is being 
built outside of the floodplain. 

8.) No insecticides will be used at the campground to control mosquitoes. 
9.) Protection of the road will be addressed through a Letter of Credit, at the request of 

Kettle River Township. 
10.) All of Getaway House's campgrounds are located near wild lands and they have not 

had safety issues with guests trespassing or traversing public lands. 
11.) The applicant has not removed any trees from the property. 
12.) Guest kayaking will be limited. Getaway House does not expect more than a few 

people boating at a given time. 

The Zoning Board reviewed the project against the Conditional Use Permit criteria provided in 
Section 3. 7.2 of the Pine County Shoreland Management Ordinance, and provided the following 
findings of fact: 

1.) The applicant has adequately demonstrated that they will maintain safe and healthful 
conditions. 

2.) The campground will adequately prevent and control water pollution and 
sedimentation, as they will restore and revegetate the beach area, remove 
campground infrastructure from the riparian area. The project is also significantly 
distanced from the Kettle River. 

3.) The existing topographic and drainage features and vegetative cover of the site are 
well planned for. The drainfield was moved outside of the floodplain. The applicant has 
provided a plan for maintaining floodplain connectivity. 

4.) The use does not pose a risk to floodplains and floodways. The project in fact moves 
sites to safer elevations and provides better floodplain safety than the existing 
campground. 

5.) The project does not pose a risk to erosion potential. 
6.) The site uses existing accesses to roads and poses no new risk. 
7.) A shoreland location is not necessarily needed for the project, though it is beneficial. 
8.) The proposed structures and facilities have little to no visibility as viewed from the lake. 

There will be less visibility than the existing campground. 
9.) The site has adequate water supply and on-site sewage treatment area. There is 

adequate room for a reserve SSTS area and the SSTS will meet the state sewer code. 
10.) The project will use no motorized watercrafts, docks, or mooring, therefore is not a 

safety risk to the lake. 
11.) The proposed use is compatible with the uses on adjacent lands. 
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12.) The proposed disposal system for liquid wastes is adequate and meets state rules. 
13.) The proposed use is not a risk of pollution and is consistent with shoreland uses. 
14.) The proposed use will not be detrimental to the use and enjoyment or property values 

of other properties. 
15.) The site provides adequate off-street parking. 

Grill questioned what types of signs the campground will use. Maulden responded that they will 
be minimal. Grill acknowledged that the township has regulatory limits on sign sizes. 

Motion by Schifferdecker, Second by Nelson, 6-0 to approve the conditional use permit, as 
proposed, with the following conditions: 

1.) Trailers shall remain current on licensing. 
2.) Motorized boats, ATVs, and trailered snowmobiles will be prohibited, except for use by 

campground management. 
3.) No docks or mooring spaces are allowed. 
4.) Guests may snowmobile to the campground as their mode of transportation. 
5.) The applicant shall create and maintain an internal procedure for flooding and other 

emergencies, and it shall be filed with the County. 
6.) The Kettle River Township Conditions shall be implemented, which include a Letter of 

Credit for protection of Long Lake Road during construction, and compliance with 
Seasonal Load Limits during construction. Said conditions shall be attached to the 
permit as an exhibit. 

7.) The project is limited to 49 units. 
8.) The submitted site plan shall be adhered to. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Shoreland Management Ordinance Proposed Amendments 
Anderson described that he gave an update to the County Board of Commissioners on all 
proposed shoreland amendments. The County Board expressed disagreement with the Zoning 
Board's recommendation to eliminate the ability for structures to be permitted at the average 
setback of adjoining landowners (Section 5.2.1 ). Thomson asked why the County Board 
disagreed. Anderson shared that they didn't agree with making it more difficult for people to 
build on the property they own. Anderson suggested that they may be open to more 
compromised language, however, Anderson felt the staff recommendation, as shown in the staff 
report, may be the appropriate step, which would still allow setback averaging, though limit it to 
principal dwellings. 

Motion by Schifferdecker, Second by Grill, 6-0 to recommend County Board adoption of the 
following amendment to Section 5.2.1 of the Shoreland Managmeent Ordinance. 

"Where principal dwellings structures exist on the adjoining lots on both sides of a proposed 
building site, principal dwelling structure setbacks may be altered without a variance to 
conform to the adjoining setbacks from the OHWL or the road setbacks, provided the 
proposed building site is not located in shore impact zone or bluff impact zone." 

Old Chengwatana Residential Plat Update 
Anderson described that the developer of Old Chengwatana has indicated they intend to begin 
construction of the proposed private road and stormwater pond this season. The developer has 

4 
Zoning Board Minutes 

04/22/2021 



sent Pine City Township a proposal that the stormwater pond, like the private drive, will be 
owned and operated by the development assoc iation. 

Anderson solicited any questions from the Zoning Board on the platting procedure and stated 
that it is important that the Zoning Board debrief large projects to ensure that the ordinances are 
operating as intended, for service to the public in a way that also works for developers. 

s to adjourn the meeting at 8:06pm. g re sf# Thomson 
Zoning Board Chair 
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